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influence in furthering or hindering the choice of the husband
or wife. A conscious love for the parents favours the choice
of a mate similar to the father or mother, while, on the
contrary, an unconscious tie (which may be far from finding
expression consciously as love) makes such a choice difficult
and imposes on it peculiar modifications. In order to under-
stand these one must know first of all whence the unconscious
bond with the parents arises, and under what circumstances
it forcibly modifies the conscious choice or hinders it. As
a rule, all of the life that could have been lived by the parents,
but in which they were thwarted because of artificial motives,
is bequeathed to the children in a perverted form. This
means that the latter are unconsciously forced into a line
of life that compensates for what was unfulfilled in the lives
of the parents. It is because of this that exaggeratedly
moral parents have so-called immoral children, that an
irresponsible and vagrant father has a son who is afflicted with
a pathological amount of ambition, etc.
The unconsciousness of the parents thus artificially
maintained has the most disastrous results. Take the case of
a mother who deliberately keeps herself unconscious in order
not to disturb the outer appearances of a ' satisfactory'
marriage. Such a wonlan unconsciously binds herself to
her son, to some extent as a substitute for her husband;
then the son, if not forced directly into homosexuality, is
nevertheless restricted in his choice by influences that do
not belong to his own nature. He will marry a girl, for
example, who is obviously inferior to his mother and, there-
fore, unable to compete with her; or he will fall a victim
to a woman of tyrannical and overbearing character, who
should presumably be fitted to free him from his mother.
It is true that when the instincts have not been crippled
the choice of the partner may remain free from these influences,
yet sooner or later they will make themselves felt as inhibitions.
From the standpoint of maintaining the species, a more or
less purely instinctive choice might be considered the best,

